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Kosovo Protection Corps; and maintain a safe
and secure environment to facilitate the work
of the U.N. Interim Administration Mission
in Kosovo (UNMIK).

Currently, there are 17 NATO nations
contributing to KFOR. The U.S. contribu-
tion to KFOR in Kosovo is about 2,100 U.S.
military personnel, or approximately 11 per-
cent of KFOR’s total strength. Additionally,
U.S. military personnel occasionally operate
from Macedonia, Albania, and Greece in
support of KFOR operations. Seventeen
non-NATO contributing countries also par-
ticipate with NATO forces in providing mili-
tary personnel and other support personnel
to KFOR.

The U.S. forces are assigned to a sector
principally centered around Gnjilane in the
eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining
a safe and secure environment remains the
primary military task.

The KFOR forces operate under NATO
command and control and rules of engage-
ment. The KFOR coordinates with and sup-
ports UNMIK at most levels, provides a secu-
rity presence in towns, villages, and the coun-
tryside, and organizes checkpoints and pa-
trols in key areas to provide security, protect
minorities, resolve disputes, and help instill
in the community a feeling of confidence.

The UNMIK continues to transfer non-re-
served competencies under the Constitu-
tional Framework document to the Kosovar
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government
(PISG). The PISG includes the President,
Prime Minister and Kosovo Assembly, and
has been in place since March 2002. Munic-
ipal elections were successfully held for a sec-
ond time in October 2002.

NATO continues formally to review
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These
reviews provide a basis for assessing current
force levels, future requirements, force struc-
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans.
KFOR has transferred full responsibility for
public safety and policing to UNMIK inter-
national and local police forces throughout
Kosovo except in the area of Mitrovica,
where the responsibility is shared due to se-
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curity concerns. The UNMIK international
police and local police forces have also begun
to assume responsibility for guarding pat-
rimonial sites and established border-cross-
ing checkpoints.

The continued deployment of U.S. forces
has been undertaken pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign
relations and as Commander in Chief and
Chief Executive. | appreciate the continued
support of the Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the
Senate. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 15, 2003

Good morning. This week | traveled to
Florida to visit with seniors about an impor-
tant goal for my administration and this Na-
tion. After years of debate and deadlock, the
Congress is finishing work on the biggest im-
provements in senior health care coverage in
nearly 40 years.

Some important details of the Medicare
legislation have to be worked out, but leaders
in both the House and the Senate have al-
ready agreed to four clear-cut improvements
to Medicare.

First, within 6 months of Medicare reform
law, all seniors would be eligible for a Medi-
care-approved drug discount card. This card
would give seniors an immediate 10- to 25-
percent savings on the cost of their medi-
cines. For seniors with typical drug costs of
$1,285 a year, the card would deliver annual
savings of up to $300. And for low-income
seniors, the discount card would include a
$600 annual credit toward drug costs.

Second, beginning in 2006, we would es-
tablish Medicare prescription drug coverage
for all seniors who want it, at a monthly pre-
mium of about $35. For most seniors without
coverage today, the new coverage would cut
their annual drug bills roughly in half.

Third, seniors with the greatest need will
get the most help. Low-income seniors would
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pay a reduced premium or no premium at
all for the new drug coverage. And low-in-
come seniors would also have lower copay-
ments for their medicines.

Fourth, our seniors would enjoy more
choices in their health coverage, including
the same kind of choices that Members of
Congress and other Federal employees
enjoy. If seniors have more choices, health
plans will compete for their business by of-
fering better coverage at affordable prices.

The choices we support include the choice
of remaining in the traditional Medicare pro-
gram. Some seniors don’t want change, and
if you're a senior who wants to stay in the
current Medicare system, you will have that
option. And with that option, you will also
be able to get Medicare-approved prescrip-
tion drug coverage.

Some seniors may choose a new Medicare-
approved private plan that includes a drug
benefit, along with other options. Such op-
tions could include coverage for extended
hospital stays or protection against high out-
of-pocket medical expenses. Others may pre-
fer managed care plans. Under the approach
I support, seniors would have these options
as well.

American seniors are calling for these im-
provements. Among the seniors I met in
Florida was Marge MacDonald. Marge and
her husband Mac do not have prescription
drug coverage, and they are frustrated. Here
is what Marge says: “I'm tired of the talk.
Sooner or later, somebody needs to do some-
thing.” Marge is right. The time for delay
and deadlock has passed. Now is the time
for action.

I ask seniors and all Americans to speak
up, to call and write your Representatives
and Senators and urge them to work out a
final bill. Congress has an historic oppor-
tunity to give all our seniors prescription drug
coverage, health care choices, and a
healthier, more secure retirement. We must
make these improvements this year, during
this session of Congress. And with your help,
we will get the job done.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 10:35 a.m.
on November 14 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 15. The transcript was made available by

Nov. 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

the Office of the Press Secretary on November
14 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Statement on the Announcement
of a Transition Plan by the
Iragi Governing Council

November 15, 2003

I welcome the announcement by the Iragi
Governing Council of a political timetable as
called for by the United Nations in U.N. Res-
olution 1511. This statement is an important
step toward realizing the vision of Iraq as a
democratic, pluralistic country at peace with
its neighbors.

The plan outlined by the Governing Coun-
cil meets a key mutual objective of the coali-
tion and the Iraqi people: the restoration of
sovereignty to a body chosen by the citizens
of Iraq and based in a legal framework. It
also commits lIrag to a process for drafting
a permanent, democratic constitution that
protects the rights of all citizens.

The U.S. stands ready to help the Gov-
erning Council and all Iraqgis translate this
new timeline into political reality. The Amer-
ican people are committed to the future of
an lrag that is democratic and prosperous.

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in
Istanbul, Turkey

November 15, 2003

I condemn in the strongest possible terms
the terrorist attacks today in Istanbul, where
Turkey's diverse religious communities of
Muslim, Jewish, and Christian believers have
flourished together for centuries. The focus
of these attacks on Turkey’s Jewish commu-
nity, in Istanbul's synagogues where men,
women, and children gathered to worship
God, remind us that our enemy in the war
against terror is without conscience or faith.
Turkey has suffered terrible losses from ter-
rorism for decades, and the United States
stands resolutely with Turkey in the global
war on terrorism. On behalf of the American



